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Thank you to those who send contributions, they help keep this 
magazine going and FREE to over 400 households.

EDITORAL
It takes a lot to get your head around Russia invading Ukraine. There’s been 
nothing like this since the end of the second World War, sadly like then it 
appears to be one man with a passion for power. Unlike many of the conflicts 
in the world this is one of the superpowers invading its democratic neighbour, 
threatening to use its nuclear arsenal, even if its own people are affected. The 
Ukrainians have not long been free of the Russian yoke and are not going to 
give up easily. It makes you think what would we do if it was us?

GPC  www.flixton.onesuffolk.net
The Grouped Parish Council met via Zoom on 17th January 2022. Traffic and 
speeding were discussed in Flixton. Remedial work on trees in St Margaret 
and St Cross is still waiting. 

Next copy deadline May 7th
The views and comments printed herein are not necessarily the views of

the Editor or this publication



GPC continued....
A new grit bin to replace the broken one in St Felix rise, was also passed.
The undergrounding of UkPower’s cables is on hold until better ground 
conditions. Efforts to put in a drop kerb by Abbey Road to facilitate 
wheelchairs and prams is still ongoing. Sam Kenward, East Suffolk’s 
Communities Officer, is to be invited to the next meeting to direct the 
council how to help the build a network to help those experiencing 
hardships and how to help vulnerable.
Next Meeting: Batemans Barn, 15th March at 7.30pm.

MOLE
Rum times we are living in; 2 years of Covid, never heard of, then ‘bang 
wallop’ Russia invades Ukraine, something unheard since 1945. At St 
Margaret it’s no surprise then that Philip and Carol Cook have returned 
to Australia. That was just after the 3 gales, which knocked down a tree 
or two. Thanks to David Page and Peter (Foreman) Copeman, under 
the managerial gaze of Tracey, for clearing them up. We say farewell to 
Peter and Sue’s Australian family as they have been ‘acclimatising’ in 
St Margaret before moving to Buckinghamshire. Thank you to Simon 
and Harry Murton for cleaning out the village Hall ditch. UK Power are 
nearly ready to connect the houses to the new underground cable. At 
badminton learning never stops, the opposition asked ‘where are the 
scaffold pants?’ Play stopped ‘Scaffold pants?’ What on earth are ‘scaffold 
pants?’ ‘Well, you walk on them’ the mind boggles. Apparently he meant 
scaffold planks, but it got lost in the Geordie translation. Grange Road 
Flixton road closure, whilst the long awaited drainage and widening is 
done, is amongst many things, an eye opener, as not one but two (never 
can find a bus and then two come along) double decker Eastern Coun-
ties Bus’ go past loaded with the work force for 2 Sisters. It’s many years 
since a bus went through here, let alone a double decker. Sadly former 
Flixton resident and landlord of Flixton Buck, Andrew Gilham has 
passed away. Sympathies to the family. He and his wife Moy first took 
over when a bottle of beer was 7/6d. and had it for a period of about 12 
years, actually selling it and buying it back, as part of a partnership deal 
more recently. Also long term resident of Flixton, Lillian Hinsley, has 
also passed away. A follower of the Flixton and South Elmham Annual 
and Produce Show, which has the Le Grys challenge cup donated by her 
family.



Ben L oughri l l

Professional  Chainsaw 
Sculpture & Timber Merchant

Sculptures

Sawmil l ing
& 

Firewood

ben-loughri l l@hotmail.com
www.benloughri l l .com

Tel:07776 121 401



Mole continued...
Welcome to the Brooks at St Cross. Down at Homersfield, if you do not 
have a short sleeve shirt, you just cut the sleeves off a long sleeved shirt.

FROM THE TRACTOR CAB
The days are getting longer and talking to other local people, up until 
a few weeks ago the birds were not attending the bird tables very often, 
now there are blue tits, great tits, blackbirds, long tailed tits, robins, 
sparrows, thrushes and several more. I can only think this is to get in 
condition for the nesting season. The cock pheasant likes to strut under 
the bird tables in all his splendour, ears up, and woe betide if another 
cock bird ventures near, because it beaks out full speed to remove the 
offender. The grass, like many things, has not really stopped growing all 
winter, many of the brambles and nettles are normally knocked back by 
the frost, but this year there has hardly been one. How this has affected 
many of the animals that normally hibernate, I don’t know. Animals 
such as bats and frogs must wonder what is happening.

St MARGARET S.E DIARY 
events at the VILLAGE HALL unless stated
18th March    Quiz, 7.30pm, £6, refreshments, 
  Bring Your Own Drink, raffle
19th March   Litter pick, 2.00pm, meet at the Hall
4th April    Annual Village Meeting, 7.30pm, All WELCOME
10th April    Daffodil Day, 11am-4pm, The Old Rectory
21st April   Parochial Church Council AGM, 2.30pm
25th April   Village Hall AGM, 7.30pm ALL WELCOME
3rd June   Village Hall Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, teas, bar,   
  games, with a 1950’s theme.
24th June  Countryside Evening Beck Valley,  6-8pm
9th July    Flower and Produce Show
16th July    BBQ on the Green
25th Sept    Harvest lunch bring your own drink
14th October   Quiz Refreshments. Bring your own drink raffle
18th Nov    Quiz Refreshments, Bring your own drink, raffle
11th Dec    Christmas lunch
                                                                                                                                                      



ELECTRICAL & SECURITY SERVICES  
Contact Simon Marsh for a free quote on 

01986 783885 / 07826 712453 

Email: simonmarshy1@hotmail.com 

 

• Rewiring  
• Fuse Board Replacement  
• Additional Sockets  
• Indoor & Outdoor Lighting  
• E.V (electric vehicle charging) 
• Inspection & Testing 
• Fault Finding  
• PAT Testing  
• EICR’s  
• CCTV 
• Intruder Alarms  
• Access Control  

                                            
 

Based in St Nicholas, South Elmham 

*  weeding
*  planting
*  tidying up
*  lawn mowing
*  plot digging
*  pruning/trimming
*  watering
*  seasonal jobs

 Contact Michelle or Chris

07868 649880
gardenhelpnow@gmail.com

LEE GARDENING SERVICES

NEED HELPNEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDENWITH YOUR GARDEN

OR ALLOTMENT?OR ALLOTMENT?

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

Piano Tuition
with Henrietta

• All ages
• from beginning to      

advanced
• individual or 

shared lessons

Tel:  01986-782375      
 07926-045023



VOLUNTEER  FIRE OFFICER
To test the alarms ect. in St Margaret Village Hall. 
Speak to Phillip 07974126902 or Chris 07899942639   
                                                                                                                                                  

ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
All Welcome

 St Margaret S.E   Village Hall, Monday April 4th at 7.30pm
 Flixton   Village hall, Tuesday April12th at 7.30pm
 St Cross   Batemans Barn, Tuesday April 19th at 7.30pm

DAFFODIL SUNDAY at the Old Rectory  IP20 0PJ
Daffodil Sunday on April 10th at the Old Rectory St Margaret South 
Elmham, with flower and plant stall, tombola, cakes teas and lunches. 
All set in lovely gardens, open from 11pm-4pm. Entrance £2

ST JAMES
CHURCH NEWS
The churchyard is looking lovely with spring flowers all around and 
everything beginning to bud. Our thanks to everyone who keeps it tidy. 
We have an evening service on 10th April at 5pm. It will be held out-
doors (weather permitting)!

HALL AND VILLAGE NEWS
The usual activities continue in the Hall – for badminton and table 
tennis session details, please contact Caroline Rodbourne.
As you know the Queen will celebrate her Platinum Jubilee this June, 
with a couple of extra Bank Holidays being added to the calendar. In the 
village, we will be celebrating on one of the weekend days (4th or 5th 
June to be decided).
We are currently planning this event but be assured that the festivities 
will involve a meal for all, with activities for the children and hopefully 
some live music. There will be no charge and we hope that as many of 
those who live in the village will come along.
We will also be dedicating the fledgling oak tree which has been given 
to the village as part of the celebrations and which is to be sited on our 
Village Green behind the hall.



SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
MOLE & RABBIT CATCHING

rats, mice, squirrels, foxes, all crawling 
flying and jumping insects.

For a FREE no obligation quote
Annual contracts available

Telephone 
01986 782574

07831 293662

email: dm.pipe@virgin.net
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

N  TARGETN  TARGET
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

 

  Architectural +
  Planning Services

   RICHARD DEAN

   extensions-conversions-new builds

   fast, friendly, economical...
   phone or email me to talk about your       
   project, ideas or problems

t: 01986 782270
e: dean.richard@gmail.com

MOBILE HAIR
STYLIST

HAIRCUTS AT HOME

Get your hair done in the comfort of your own
home. Hair stylist with 26 year's experience
covering Homersfield, Bungay, Harleston,

Halesworth and Beccles.

CALL SARA JANE KIMBER TO BOOK
YOUR SESSION

TEL: 01986-788293 / MOB: 07504-201108



St James’ continued....
The “Green” has until now, belonged to the local Council but is being 
granted to the village and will be the focus of our outside events in fu-
ture. We also hope to carry out some planting around the area in order 
to enhance it. Help with this, as well as ongoing maintenance of Sheet 
Field Wood at the far end would be most welcome. Contact Chris on 
782582 if you would like to help with this.
Details of the above event will drop through your doors in the near 
future but in the meantime, it would be very helpful if you could regis-
ter your intention of attending by calling Jane Bastow on 01986 782413. 
This will help us greatly with the planning right now.

OPEN GARDEN
Jane will be hosting her annual on SATURDAY, 14TH MAY,  
FROM 10-5pm. Venue. -THE LABURNUMS. - Enjoy the garden as well 
as Plant Stall, Books, Cakes and Raffle.
BBQ all day and music from the WAVENEY BRASS BAND, playing 
3-4pm. Admission £3.00, and 50p for supervised children. In aid of 
`Suffolk Wildlife Trust, plus other charities.
There have been quite a few changes of households in St James recently 
and so we wish lots of luck to those departing to pastures new, whilst 
extending a warm welcome to our new neighbours – we hope to see you 
at a village event soon!

HOMERSFIELD
PLAY-AREA
We are hoping to be able to re-open the play area in the foreseeable fu-
ture, but to do so, need help with maintenance and for volunteers to go 
on to a rota to complete the monthly safety checks (a form is provided 
and the first check will be done with a councillor). Please get in touch 
with Sally Chapman, Clerk to the Parish Council – email homersfield-
parishcouncil@gmail.com if you can help in either capacity.

VILLAGE LITTER PICK – Saturday 5th March 2022
Thank you to the four people who kindly cleared much of the village of 
litter. Six bags were collected. Residents should also be grateful to those 
who collect litter whilst walking. The next ‘official’ litter pick will be in 
October. The more people who come, the bigger area we can clear. 



Three Willows Garden Centre
& Cafe 01986 893834
Flixton Road, Bungay

ORNAMENTAL & FRUIT TREES, SOFT FRUIT, SHRUBS, 
PERENNIALS, SEEDS, BULBS, TRELLIS, PAVING SLABS, 

POTS GALORE (MANY HALF PRICE)
ROCKERY & DECORATIVE STONE SLATE & BARK AND 
NUMEROUS COMPOSTS, ALL AT COMPETITIVE RATES

HTA GIFT TOKENS
www.threewillowgardencentre.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat: 9 - 5pm Sun: 10 - 4pm
Cafe open every day 10 - 4pm

Monthly Flower Arranging 
Workshops

First Tuesday of the month

10.00am until 3.00pm

St Margaret South Elmham 
Village Hall

Everyone welcome, no experience necessary!

01986 782377
flowersbyjenni@gmail.com

(phone or email for details)

Jenni Baker

Kent & WilKinson
Plumbing & Heating ldt 

07507 994799 
 

07884 378847



Homersfield contined...
Snowdrops were waiving their heads amongst the bottles, cans and crisp 
packets -it is impossible to get into the mindset of those who think it is 
acceptable to litter.

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
East Suffolk Council have kindly given Homersfield an oak tree to com-
memorate this special occasion. In addition, there will be a plaque on 
the village sign. We are hoping to arrange a free tea and cake event on 
the afternoon on Sunday 5th June. More details of this will follow in the 
next magazine.  

GUARDIAN OF THE PHONE BOX
We are still seeking someone to take care of the restored phone box, put-
ting in information, which has been agreed by the council, about local 
fauna and flora/history etc. If you are interested, please get in touch with 
Sally Chapman, Clerk to the Parish Council – email: 
homersfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com
Meeting Dates
Our 2022 meeting dates/agendas etc. can be found on the village notice 
board and on the website 
http://homersfield.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/
The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 3rd May 2022 at 6pm in 
The Black Swan.

Raise a mug - St Mary’s Church, Homersfield is safe and sound at last!
Our much-loved church is being given a new lease of life. The roof and 
tower are being repaired. Our wonderful builders have been working 
through the ever-changing weather to ensure that we are on schedule. 
This could not have happened without the support of the local 
community and the generosity of grant funding.
We are grateful to all those who have supported us, whether through 
donations or attending one of our events – the most recent being our 
‘Great Big Film and Music Sale’ held in Wortwell Core last Summer.
We are thankful for those funders who have made this possible, with 
our largest contribution coming from the Heritage Stimulus Fund, part 
of the Government’s Culture Recovery. It is administered by Historic 
England. 



SIMON MURTONSIMON MURTON
DIGGER HIREDIGGER HIRE
For all groundwork and 

civil engineering, 
including: drainage, Tractor 

trenching ponds, drives, 
Concreting, etc.

Wickham House Farm
St Cross, near Harleston, 

Suffolk, IP20 0PH
Mobile: 07887 561725

NICK HARRISONNICK HARRISON
Countryside ContractorCountryside Contractor

A Commercial ground
maintenance service

Fencing
Clearance

Grass Cutting
Chainsaw work

Wood Chipper hire
Footpath maintenance

Coppice/woodland maintenance

St Nicholas South Elmham
07884396918

C.J. McDaniel
Garden Design & Construction

Chris McDaniel
Director

Kingfishers Barn, Abbey Rd, Flixton
Bungay, NR35 1NJ

email: chrstmcdan@aol.com

Telephone: 01986 783988
Mobile: 07836 504416



Church Services
Rev Leon Collyer  01986 781345

27/03/22 Holy Communion         10.00am   St Cross  
   Evening Prayer  5.00pm St Michael

03/04/22 Holy Communion         10.00am   Flixton    
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St John

10/04/22 Palm Sunday
  Holy Communion         10.00am   Ilk St Margaret  
   Outdoor   5.00pm St James

17/04/22 Easter Sunday
  Holy Communion         10.00am   St Margaret SE   
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St Lawrence

24/4/22  Holy Communion  10.00am  Homersfield
  Evening Prayer  17.00pm  Rumburgh

01/5/22  Holly Communion  9.30am  St Peter
  Informal    11.00am  Flixton
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm  St Michael

08/5/22  Holly Communion  10.00am  Rumburgh
  Evening Paryer  5.00pm  Ilk St Margaret

15/5/22 Holly Communion  10.00am Ilk St John
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm  Homersfield

22/5/22  Holly Communion  10.00am St James
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm  St Margaret SE

22/5/22  Holly Communion  10.00am  St James
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm  St Margaret SE

29/5/22  Holly Communion  10.00am  St Cross
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm Ilk St Lawrence



South Elmham & District Local History Group meeting
Thursday March 31st -  ‘A History of Norfolk in 100 Places’

At St Margaret South Elmham Village Hall - 7.30pm
Everyone is most welcome, you do not have to be a member to attend.

£3 on the door, £1 members including refreshments

WORTWELL BOWLS CLUB
Wortwell Bowls Club is at Wortwell Community Centre, playing on a green 

from April to September on Monday afternoons and/or Wednesday evenings. 
There may be some matches against local clubs too. There will be a free taster 
Open afternoon on Sat 7th May from 2pm. Please contact Phil Poulton who 

can tell you more: 01986 788149  philpoulton5@gmail.com

2022 - A DIFFICULT YEAR AHEAD FOR MANY
FOOD and FUEL POVERTY is a real threat for many of us.

The Grouped Parish Council has been concerned about the possibility that 
some in our community will face real hardship in the coming year and we 

have collated the following information to try to support anyone who is wor-
ried about being able to heat their home or feed themselves or their family. 

We hope the information may help but PLEASE, PLEASE talk to someone if 
you are in difficulty. Your Parish Councillors are available to help and support 

and will do so in strictest confidence.
Useful sources of help and support

Citizen’s Advice Bureau
Provides free advice and information.

There are branches in: 
Bungay (Ph: 01986 895827)

Halesworth (Ph: 01502 717715)
Beccles. (Ph: 01502 717715)

Contact information: 
citizensadvice.org.uk

Tel: 0800 144 8848

Waveney Foodbank
waveney.foodbank.org.uk

Waveney food bank visits a number 
of venues in our area including 
Harleston, Bungay, Halesworth, 

Beccles and Diss. Check online for 
venues, days and times.

A referral voucher can be obtained 
from your local Citizen’s Advice office 

or you can call 0808 208 2138.

MSE (Money Saving Expert)
www.moneysavingexpert.com

Online advice and information. This includes ‘What to do if you’re struggling 
to pay your energy bills’ and ‘Energy saving tips’.



Homersfield continued...
Claire Walker, CEO National Churches Trust said, ‘The funding is a vote 
of confidence in the future of historic church buildings and a recogni-
tion of their importance to society.’
We are thankful to the National Churches Trust who put us forward for 
the Heritage Stimulus Fund and awarded us funding through their Cor-
nerstone grant and Wolfson Fabric Repair grant. We have also received 
help from Suffolk Historic Churches, AllChurches Trust and Homers-
field Community Project.
The work should be completed by the end of May and we are busy plan-
ning celebration events including a talk by local metal detectorist, Joe 
Edwards-Gill.
The day before the scaffolding was erected, the congregation raised a 
coffee cup to celebrate our wonderful little church being safe and sound 
once more.

Jo Westgate (Church Warden)

ANNUAL PARISHIONER’S MEETING 
Churches of Homersfield and St Cross. All are welcome to attend the 
annual meeting for the parishioners of Homersfield and St Cross. The 
meeting is in St George’s Church, St Cross on Tuesday 12th April 
beginning at 7.30pm.   

CHURCH   WOOD Volunteers
Three named storms in a week have left a lot of fallen timber to tidy up 
into habitat piles. Most of the trees that have come down were dead, so 
we have spent the last 2 volunteer tasks clearing up the debris. There will 
be a pause in the work parties now until the autumn.
Mark Timms
Homersfield Tree Warden

Many thanks to Lucy Hammond 
for all the hard work she has done 
over the last few years to access 
grants for our lovely church. We 
are now having the roof and 
tower repaired all thanks to, Lucy.



TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING

Traditional Lime Plastering
T: 01986 782089

mikefrost@oakandlime.uk

Pete Wallis
a local carpenter
Custom storage solutions

Dome offices, wardrobes,
bookcases, alcove units, 

fitted kitchens, radiator covers, 

flooring, flat-pack assembly

25 years in period property 
refurbishment - portfolio 

available

free design help and estimates

friendly professional service

01986 896077  

   Laura Mouncer
   Dog Walking, Dog Grooming
   Pet / House Sitting

Laura’s Pet Services  
“Happy and stress free pets &

happy and stress free you”

2 Fox Hill       
St Cross S.E.

Harleston, Norfolk
IP20 0NX

01986 782365
or

0777 4084021

         RUMBURGH BUCK

Open 7 Days A Week
Lunches 12pm - 2pm

Evening Meals 5pm - 8pm

Takeaway meals 
Available during 

food service hours

Telephone 01986 785257 
or 

Follow Us on Facebook

Mill Road, Rumburgh, IP19 0NT



ST CROSS
It’s been a busy time between stormy weather and road repairs.
The road through St. Cross was closed for a couple of days and whilst 
almost everyone tolerated the inconvenience, it was shocking to see the 
verbal aggression and bullying behaviour of a very small number of road 
users. The police had to be called on one occasion when a van driver 
verbally abused the worker manning the road closed barrier and then 
nudged him with his van.

TREE DOWN
During Storm Eunice on 18th February, a tree was blown across the 
road. It fell from the verge on Minster Cottages green onto the pink shed 
belonging to The Cottage. Thankfully no one was hurt. Thanks once 
again goes to Simon and Harry Murton for clearing the road.
The tree had been identified as a concern by Minster Cottage residents, 
and the Grouped Parish Council had agreed to fund remedial works, 
however Eunice got there first.

TELEPHONE BOX FOOD SUPPLIES
As we face huge rises in food, fuel and energy prices, it becomes more 
and more important to look after our community.
A small box has been placed in our telephone box to allow non perish-
able food items to be left for anyone who needs it. No one should go 
hungry. Use or donate as you need/can.

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
The Queen will celebrate her Platinum Jubilee in June this year.
Communities around the country will come together to celebrate this 
landmark event. Like many small villages, the lack of a community 
venue in St Cross makes coming together a bit more of a challenge.
Stephen and Ann Mulligan of Squires Barn have very kindly offered 
their garden as a venue for village residents to get together to celebrate. 
The idea is that we have a village picnic, each of us bringing our own 
food and drinks. We will be able to enjoy the lovely surroundings and 
socialise with our neighbours. The date proposed is Sunday 5th June. 
More information will follow nearer to the time but note the date and we 
look forward to an opportunity to get together with friends and 
neighbours.



KARL LUGOKARL LUGO
Joinery and Carpentry

Services

‘Sancroft’, Fox Hill
St Cross South Elmham

Harleston, Norfolk IP20 0NU

For all your purpose made joinery 
and carpentry

Windows, Doors, Units, etc.
Supply and fit.

Tel: 01986 782276
Mobile: 07879 477137

D.J. PAGE
GARDENING SERVICES

CONTACT DAVE

07506 484377                01986 782510

HEDGE CUTTING
HEDGE REDUCTIONS
GRASS CUTTING
STRIMMING

ROUGH CUTS
GARDEN CLEARANCE
LOG SPLITTING SERVICES
FIREWOOD DELIVERED

We offer a lifetime guarantee on 
ALL our kitchen cabinets.

Gary Moorcroft
Moorcroft Kitchens Limited

07973 429276 / 01986 788639 
sales@moorcroftkitchens.com
www.moorcroftkitchens.com

MOORCROFT
      KITCHENS
Beautiful handcrafted kitchens and free 

standing cabinets build using traditional 
skills and techniques



OPEN GARDEN
Following a very successful debut in 2021, the garden at Squires Barn 
will be open again this year on Sunday 17th July under the National 
Garden Scheme. Mark the date! All proceeds go to charity and apart 
from the lovely garden, there’s a great selection of cakes too!

FLIXTON
REVITALISING OUR VILLAGE
Here’s an invitation from Lin Smith, one of our residents looking to 
breathe a little life back during a time when community spirit seems 
pretty important. This Is Your Village, Let’s Shake It Up A Bit!
Don’t miss out. Everyone is invited, from existing neighbours to new-
comers, to attend a get together on Thursday 31st March, 7.00pm at the 
Buck Inn. We’d like to get your ideas and thoughts around what activities 
or events we could hold throughout the year. We look forward to seeing 
you! 

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH SPEEDING 
From Terry Hunt, a “call to arms” aimed at trying to tackle an age old 
village issue, speeding. 
Dear Villagers, I’ve applied to Suffolk Police to become a volunteer 
coordinator for the Community Speed Watch Scheme. We have 5 
volunteers so far and one more will see us up and running. It means a 
small commitment of only around 2 hours per month, involving 
recording excess speed and passing this information on to the Police 
who then send warning letters to offenders. 
The aim is to reduce speeding, a known issue in Church Road and The 
Street. I believe this small commitment will positively benefit our village. 
If you wish for more information , please contact 
Terry/Sandra on 01986 892177 or email us at sanderry@tiscali.co.uk.

CHRIS’S WALK FOR CHARITY
Chrissie Mac who already does a great deal in support of cancer chari-
ties has come up with another idea. So she’s looking for your help. From 
the 1st of march to the 31st she’s walking 10,000 steps per day in aid of 
Cancer Research UK. So far she has £140 of sponsorship and any more 
donations will be gratefully received. 



 

Truly Traceable Venison &Truly Traceable Venison &
Game PiesGame Pies

Handmade pies & sausage rolls
Supplied frozen to cook at home for an easy meal.

Available for collection or free delivery to your door!
Locally reared meat & vegetarian pies also available.

Visit our website www.trulytraceable.com
or phone for current flavours.

Halesworth 01986835980 or 07787770774
Email trulytraceable@btinternet.com premier_turfing@outlook.com

07384 264867

Premier
Turfing and Lawn Care

Independent specalist providing professional 
quality turfing and lawn maintenance services

Supply and laying of new turf 
Bespoke lawncare packages
Weed and moss treatments

Free inital consultaaon and quotaaon

• Mini Diggers year 1993-2010
• JCB 3CX/Wheel Diggers 1993-2003
• Car/Plant trailers year 2000 onwards
• Road Tow compressors
• Compact Tractors/Garden Tractors 

Year 1990-2006
• Dumpers Year 1993-2010
• Agricultural Tipping Trailers/Low 

loaders
• Commercial Tri axle Tipping trailers
• Tractors 70HP and Down

Please call Jack 07795 056715
Same day payment

Competitive prices paid

WantedPete Madder-Smith 
100 CLUB

  January
   1st   Jo Custerson  98
   2nd  Doug & Loraine Stewart 81
   3rd  Gary Doughty 57

   February
    1st  Ellie May Hinsley 14
    2nd  Caden Hennessy 38
    3rd  Doug & Loraine Stewart 101



Flixton continued...
If you keep a look out, you’ll see Chris in her yellow wellies and her pet 
collie dog Cassie trudging around the village. Well done to Cassie who 
must be doing 20,000 steps per day! If you want to contribute, please 
contact Chris on 01986 892656.

GRAVEL PIT EXPANSION
We recently visited the communication event organised by Breedon Ltd 
at the Buck.  The proposed new workings will take place over around 
5 years, excavating about 200,000 tons of sand and gravel products per 
year from the fields to the left of the B1062 heading for Bungay just out-
side the village. It’ll mean somewhere around 70 lorry movements per 
day east to west carrying products through The Street in our village to 
be processed at the existing gravel pit site on the Homersfield side of the 
village. Once the excavations are complete there will be two large lakes 
returned to the responsibility of the existing land owners.
The Quarry manager Brian Beales has always been very careful to 
mitigate any negative effects, so I reckon the lorry movements will be 
respectful of pedestrians and residents. For me, the major concerns are 
that “spoil” from the lorries may help to block existing badly maintained 
drains along The Street and the potential for more flooding from two 
new lakes on the east of the village.  

The Buck - Ukraine Support
If anyone wants to make donations of warm clean clothes (and gently 
worn shoes of any style) new packaged socks, new toiletries, soap, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste and unopened medical supplies (no needles), these 
can be dropped off at The Buck and the team will arrange collection.

St PETER
A different correspondent this month
It seems truly parochial given what is happening in the world but back 
home in St Peter the (saga of) the beet goes on!
Three cars in our ditches over the last two years – a result of mud on 
road (unforewarned) - were joined this “season” by two beet trucks and 
part of their load. 



D Johnson DecoratingD Johnson Decorating

Interior & Exterior Painting
Residential & Commercial

Paper Hanging

Reliable service at competitive rates

01986 782207      07584678337

LOOKING FOR A HOBBY 
WAVENEY VALLEY & DISTRICT 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Is a group of enthusiastic people 

whose love is to preserve the past 
for the future by restoring vintage 

machinery, colleting items of 
interest, from keys to milk jugs. And 

putting them on display to help 
organisers to raise money for 

charities
YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN

ENGINEER
Come along to one of 

our meetings and have a chat
Face book 

wvadps@hotmail.com
01986893092

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE LOCKSMITH EXPERT

GAINING ENTRY
RE-SECURING
LOCK CHANGING
KEY CUTTING

07966 693048 / 01986 783860
andrewslocksmith.co.uk
Locks24hour@gmail.com



St Peter continued....
The ditch just east of St Peter’s House would be blocked still if it wasn’t 
for the community spirit of Adrian at Low Farm who, having towed 
the aforementioned trucks from their resting place in the first instance, 
recently took it upon himself to clear the spilled beet before the rot set 
in. The farmer who owned the load; the contractor carting it; and Suffolk 
Highways showed not the slightest interest in clearing up, so “thank you” 
Adrian.
The state of our local environment really is deteriorating in real time.
I well recall the bad old days of the 1960s and 70s when hedgerows were 
ripped out, woods removed and ponds filled to create the intensively 
farmed fields that still largely dominate our landscape today. I can even 
remember the excitement at St Lawrence School when on occasion neigh-
bouring fields were “dusted” with chemicals from the air; dusting inquisi-
tive 9-year olds at the same time of course.
It seems that the period of modest “enlightenment” encouraged by grants 
and subsidy, that saw some hedges and ponds re-instated; areas of set-
aside or cover-crops established and field margins broadened is coming 
noticeably to an end with the cessation of EU funding and the failure to 
establish a much-vaunted national scheme in its place. Industrial agri-
culture with its reliance on high quantities of pesticides, herbicides and 
artificial fertiliser and the soil compaction that results from over-size farm 
machinery, renders much of our local environment ecologically depleted 
if not sterile. Potentially, the last vestiges of “communal biodiversity” are 
(were?) to be found in our roadside verges and ditches and in maturing 
hedgerows. But our verges are trashed by heavy vehicles (particularly by 
sugar-beet operations); the ditches fill in with mud and other debris from 
the roads; and the hedges are regularly flailed regardless of “need”, negat-
ing their crucial role as habitats for birds, insects, mammals and plant life.
And now to add insult to ecological injury our village and its roads is sub-
ject to heavy trucks on diversion from the poultry factory in Flixton. No 
consultation; no direct communication; no respect whatsoever for local 
inhabitants and their environment; just noise and disruption and damage 
24/7 for at least two months! Grrrrrrr.



For all your Landscaping, Construction
and garden maintenance needs.

Driveways & Patios
Fencing & Pergolas

Ponds build & Maintenance
Turfing & Planting

Hedge Trimming & Moving

MONTAGU LANDSCAPES
The Wash, St Peters S.E.

Bungay, NR35 1NG
01986 783941
07770878504

www.lovewell-blake.co.uk 

Sound advice, that comes 
from being part of your 
farming community 
For a free consultation contact Ryan Lincoln         
in our Halesworth office: 
t: 01986 873163                        
e: r.lincoln@lovewell-blake.co.uk  

TALK TO
YOUR LOCAL
INSURANCE
PROVIDER

Call our office in
Suffolk Coastal
on 01986 872388

M T Savage, N E Kenyon & Z C Muggleton is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No.
111982).  For security and training purposes calls may be recorded and monitored.



Joe Edwards-Gill - Local Metal Detectorist
A Tale of Treasure
Come and enjoy a talk with slides and a ‘finds’ table.

St Peter continued...
English Pastoral is rapidly becoming more Tragedy of the Commons.
As the local roads crumble under the weight of traffic, for which they 
were never intended, or are coated in mud, life as a pedestrian, cyclist or 
horse rider is getting dangerous. Road edges have subsided, potholes are 
rife and there is often no verge to step onto to avoid the oncoming trac-
tor or chicken lorry. We cyclists are now told it is our right to ride in the 
middle of the road, but for many years there has been no option herea-
bouts as the road edges are accidents waiting to happen!
Mind you riding in the middle of the road is no guarantee of safety.
This counterblast to our modern ruralis was inspired while lying on the 
cold, hard “S” bend between Spexhall and Rumburgh, waiting for the 
paramedics to arrive, a victim of an invisibly mud-slicked surface. Thank 
you so much to Rumburgh residents Jane Spill and Paul Baldwin for their 
assistance and to the East of England Ambulance Service and Suffolk 
Constabulary for their rapid turn-out. Couldn’t help a sense of schaden-
freude as the slurry tankers were backed up waiting for the human wreck-
age to be cleared!
On a more positive note, we seem to have survived the week of storms 
(all three of them) without injury or major damage. Some dislodged 
roof tiles and fallen boughs seemed a scant but fortunate “result” given 
the dire warnings. Down by the Beck the most apparent impact was the 
strength and noise of the wind drowning out the wind chimes from the 
hippy neighbours! Who says irony is dead?

Friday 6th May 2022 - 7.30pm  
St Mary’s Church, Homersfield

Wine/tea and cake - Suggested donation £10, Bring a cushion
To reserve a space on a pew,

 please contact Lucy Hammond on 01986788600 or email
lucyhammond600@gmail.com

Proceeds to the Churchyard fund



01508 518400
www.crosswaysofellingham.co.uk

99 Yarmouth Rd . Ellingham . Nr Bungay on the A143

Browsers Welcome
Opening Times . Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.00pm . Sat 9.00am-5.00pm

Garden Arches, Gazebos, Gates and 
Railings on display or custom made.



The South Elmham Community News is printed by 
Hetty’s Little Copy Shop, for all your printing needs and more... 

Halesworth, 01986 873400


